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Abstract:

This paper discusses how Hong Kong has been confronting some of the major risks and concerns adversely impacting children’s growth and development: the weakening of family ties, ill preparation for parenthood, inadequate service provision and legal back-up, the increase in Hong Kong/China cross border concerns, widening of gaps between the rich and the poor, the prevalence of violence, and the rapid development of cyber activities and internet crime.

Resources are often scarce and every community has its own constraints.  Strategies maximizing and prioritizing resources and proper involvement of stakeholders are essential.  The roles and efforts of all stakeholders, including various professionals, child advocates, children and families, the mass media, the corporate world and the government, must not be overlooked.  

This paper also underscores the importance of a proactive and comprehensive approach, embracing social services, public education, government policy and legislation. The extension of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child has also provided impetus for the community to adopt a new vision and a child rights perspective.  The extensive experience accumulated through innovative programs in primary, secondary and tertiary prevention has been shared with neighboring communities such as Macau and China, which have their own unique challenges.  Respecting each community’s uniqueness and upholding a child rights perspective, the author urges for more global sharing, partnership and collaboration in the mammoth task of child protection.
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